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a 7 H E following Letters were printed at 


different Times in the London Chroni- 
che during the laſt Year. ' I then had nd 


Thoughts of republiſhing them. But a few 


of my > Ike defired copies, which I. have 
101 . to ſupply them with in Manuſ- 


cript. I was alſo happy to find they were 


approved of, and praiſed by one, who de- 


ſerves well of the world of Letters, and is 


efteemed by ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Lite- 
rati of the Age. Theſe conſiderations induced 
ane to publiſh Fee colletrvely, and I doubt 


not but the World will candidly: receive the 
 frſt publication of one, who has no: wiſh 
. 5 than that of inſirudting and enter- 


taining mankind. . To the attainment of this 
anoſt defirable end, I have long bent all my 


attention. And the aefign, even tb Ma- 
ture may gave denied me the requifit Tte 1 i 
cCuulties, ſweetens the Toil, now gives, and 
doill ever give, an unſpeakable, an Kanal, | 
enable & ſatigfaction. 


2 January, 1778 


I je — —_ 
- 
—— OE — — 


. — — — — - 
— — — :: . — — e 
ä — SCE 3 hs ne — — — 


— — — 


pram 


As, 
— 


ꝗꝶꝗ—— 4 
1 B — 1 
— 


— 
— — — 


— — ——ͤñF — OP InT - 
— — — 
—— 7 — 
_ 
_ - — — 9; 


— Gb — —— —— 


— —_ OO —— — 
r — —— — 
= = f- — 


— ——— 


— 


4 . . 
2-4 —— ' 7 


——ů— —— 6 
— — * * Baa 
A — —— — — . 


2 — — 
F 2” HEFCE PT WEN KC” 2 * Aa 


» 


Lib — —— x 2 — 


— — 


. ———ͤ RÄ 


_— 


_ ny. Av 7 m9, HOO IR 22 


— — — 


— 


- 
* * : : 
1 2 
4 ng * * 7 
# Wan Zak , "I. : 
o 
= 
* 
— 
” *. 4 
* 
* 
1 
* 
— 
- 
» 
* 
* 
. 
o 
* 
- 
* 
. 
. 
« 
% 
* 
n 
% 
z 
— 
=_ — TO £99. ”·„ — r — 
— — — — — —— — —— — Fog __ P—_— — — — * OR — p — _—_ AB a7 _ > omen 
. 8 — — Aon —W—＋—— ——— — pr tos; If 
— — —_—  —— * - _—— ”* — n ace a. ® Se r ©. 4 2 Þ Ir Es ot 
— — — — — — — — — —N — 6 Net 8 


r 


/, 
* 
* * by * 
1 
Ao Þ 
4 1431 Wu 
# 0 
14 1 
4 de ku 4 
+Y fy 
\ hp 


> en t — An A. 2 >). 
— ems. — —— — a 
S. 8 1 * | 8. 1 31 I v. A 
Þ 5 
* x * 1 
0 13 2 | ' 2 $4 # 
7.2 | 
| 14 1 4 1 1 |. 
; # E 1 | I E R * Ad 
' 15.44 
* 4 7 bo 7 + * 4 
14 


— H r N ; of any Kind are ex- 


W erted in the favour Rooney of blind 
2 zeal, bigotry, and the groſſeſt ſuper- 


ſtition, no conſideration ought. to be. ſtrong 


enough to ſcreen their defender, I acknowledge 
that I faw fome beauties | in, that I received 
ſome amuſement from, your pages. It Was that 
; amuſement which determined ine (it i 1s a debt 
which I and every man owe to mankind) to an- 
imadvert thus publicly upon one of your paſ- 


ages. The generality of readers thoſe Wh 
read to beguiſe the tedious hours, rather than 


to accumulate knowledge, or. to, furniſh niſh then 
| ſelves with | matter to exerciſe. their thinki g 


adi] 


intellectual powers—are ready to imbibe the 
principles 
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principles, to edopt the opinions of ſuch au- 
thors as afford them the moſt entertainment. 
You, Madam, have gained thoroughly the hap- 
py art of trifling with caſe, elegance, and ſweet- 
neſs; but this renders you the more dangerous, 
and is a ſufficient reaſon why your Letters em 
to be read with great caution. 
f They“ (the negro-ſlaves in the Brazils) 
« are all fryade Chriſtians” (you ought rather to 
Have ſaid Papiſts, for popery is no more like 
chriſtianity, than the abſurdeſt legends of the 


Chineſe Fphi are like the New Teſtament) 48 


ſoon as bought; and it is amazing to ſee the ef- 
fect the pageantry of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion has upon their uninformed minds; it inſpires 
them with all the entbuſiaſm of devotion.” —It 
would be amazing, indeed, if pageantry cbuld 
"kindle ay rational devotion, which certainly is 
the only devotion which is, Which can be, ac- 
cep table to the God of Reaſon, who infuſed. A 


TIFF 


"Portion. of his intelligence into us. Pomp, and 
Pageantty have too much of the puppet thew to 
"excite any ſentiments in the human breaſt, but 

9 thoſe of aſtoniſhment, Tidicule, and ludierity. 
The Jews, at the time of Chriſt's appearance, 

had loſt the ſpirit of true, in the oſtentatious 

parade of enthuſiaſtic and public devotion; they, 


fin the modern Papiſts, carried it to ſuch a 


itch, that i t may be properly « called devotion 
ut mag, "The * forgotten, they dilregarded 
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thi ftill ſmall voice of reaſon; they neglectedi it 
when it received the confirmation of the Prince 


of Peace; they were too deeply ſunk in depra- 


vity to recollect that God is a pure ſpirit, and 
that thoſe that worſhip him, muſſ worſhip | him 
in ſpirit and in truth or purity; not in pompous 
pageantry and oſtentation. The Jews, notwith- 
ſtanding their long prayers, uttered with all the. 


" vociferation of enthuſiaſm, lived without God 


in the world; they were either hypocrites loſt 
to all ſenſe of duty; or infidels Who boldly, 


openly followed the natural bent of their in- 
clinations, and, having thrown off the appre- | 


henſion of a future retribution, plunged into 
every enormous wickedneſs, 

Nearly the fame may be faid of the eite, 
far though they * believe in the reſurrection of 
the dead, and the life cf the world to come,” 


yet the doctrines of prieſtly pardon and purga- 


tory ſap the foundation of, if not entirely de- 
ſtroy, the ſtrongeſt obligations to virtue. 


nous ſoever, to a prieſt, and, without the trou- 


ble of eradicating long confirmed bad habits, 
nay, even withour their reſolving for the future 

to lead a more godly and Chriſtian life, the 

prieſt gives them a paſſport to heaven, which St. 


14 


Peter dares not refuſe; or, if they are unfortu- 
nate enough to die without this ſpecial grace, 
bhouſel d, unappointed, unaneal'd,” it is 
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For 
it is but confeſſing their fins, how great or bei- 
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but ſweating i in purgatory for a little time, Viz, 
till the prieſt received a conſiderable ſhare of 
the deceaſed” s fortune. 


Opinions like theſe neceſſarily produce actions 


equally corrupt, equally repugnant to the prac- 


tice of every Chriſtian virtue, and to that holi- 


neſs without which no man ſhall ſee God. —If 


this 1 is not the caſe ] know nothing of divinity— 


Jam entirely unacquainted with human nature, 


and vainly, with long and unremitted aſſiduity 
and diligence, have I conſumed the midnight 


oil. But to proceed: 
Opinions like theſe have produced the. malt 


deplorable miſeries which have ever befallen the 


ſons of men; they have deluged Europe with 
blood, Grotius informs us that during the reign 


of Charles the Fifth (between the years 1515 


and 1555) no leſs than. one hundred thouſand 


Proteſtants were maſſacred in that little ſpeck 
of earth, the Netherlands. The number is al- 
moſt incredible ! but the character, the aims 
and deſigns of Grotius abundantly juſtify. the 
belief of} bt... Equal cruelties, were exercited in 


every part of the chriſtian, world. By them the 
beſt part of the human race bas been racked to 
death with torments, which. would extort the 
tear of compaſſion from every the moſt ſavage 
barbarian, except the ſuperſtitious bigot, which 
would, melt, the molt, uncelenting cruelty ta. 


commilerats their, torsures. Gos der the inqui- 
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fition. N the; humanity ſtartles at the thought; 


hear the moving, melancholy complaints of an- 


guiſh.— Torture, deſpair reſound from every 
cell See the miſerable wretches extended upon 


racks, torn almoſt limb from limb,—Liſten to 


their groans, their ſhrieks, their cries, extorted 
by agonies of pain the moſt exquiſite, the moſt 
dreadful. that fleſh and blood can bear.—After 
wearying every torture, which the wit and ma- 


7 lice of their ſavage perſecutors, aided. by the 
7 ſuggeſtions of the Devil, can invent, behold 
them brought to the place of execution, to un- 
dergo the laſt torments to which a. falſe, bloody, 
infernal religion can condemn them. See them 
hung alive upon gibbets, at the foot of which, 
; log. fires are lighted to conſume: the lower parts 
of their bodies to aſhes, while their lives are 
Þ yet whole within them.—Here, Madam, let 
| your vivid imagination, your ſprightly fancy 
: ſupply what beggars geſcription.— Form an idea 
of every pang which ever aſſailed human na- 
| ture—combine them all into one—ſtill will 


your idea be inadequate, I had almoſt ſaid infi- 


nitely inferior to what theſe miſerable ſufferers 


find realized. : 
O bloody infernal ſcheme of worſhip !— 
Surely, Moſt Gracious Ged, there is in Fa 
ſtores of vengeance ſome choſen curſe, ſome 
hidden thunder, red with uncommon wrath 
to blaſt the men who thus torment human na- 


ture 3 | | Bluſh, 
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Blath, Madam, at the revdllecion! of having 
ever written a word which could be even twiſted 
to praiſe ſuch a ſyſtem as popery.—Bluſh at 
having ſaid, „“ Gilded procefſions, myſterious 
rites, reverence of their ghoſtly fathers conſpire 
to render them devout, —but what is devotion 
without the eſſence of religion, mercy and ibe- 
nevolence? Be aſhamed that you ever acknow- 
ledged that it often occurred to you that the 
plain good ſenſe of proteſtant worſhip is much 
wanting in glare and ſhew.” But with due ſub- 


miſſion to a lady s judgment, 1 humbly conceive 
we retain enough of both in the eſtabliſhed 
church. But probably I may be writing to a 


Papiſt, for hone but ſuch can believe confeſſion, 


even though not abuſed, to be an excellent in- 


ſtitution; or no other would affirm that there 
was the very loweſt degree of poſſibility that the 


vulgarity of the Romiſh church © ſhould be the 
moſt virtuous common people in the world.” If 


this ſuppoſition be true I loſe my labour, for 
your ghoſtly adviſer will deafen you to reaſon 
and to a Clergyman of the an of Englaind, 
who is, Madam, at 

1777. 5 Yours; Ce. 
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ROM the length and ene of oy - 
mer epiſtle, you might reaſonably conclude 


ws. I ſhould purſue the matter no farther; ſuch 
was my intention, but, as had engaged in the 


affaig, the cauſe of truth, vittue, and rational 


religion, will not permit me to recede, and 
leave a ſubject of ane en ſo an 


touched upon. 7 


CE 


I do not find Fn you. ave ecard! | 
to prove that reaſon is not the gift of God, nor 
an emanation of the divine naturehinto ours. 
Such an omiſſion: in one, who ſtands forth as the 


champion of error and ſuperſtition, or even 


dares/tojutter one little ſyllable in their behalf, 
is a moſt egregious and unpardenable overſight: 
but I preſume that you were educated in the 
belief of the propoſition, and, through preju- 
dice of education, conclude that it was a ſelf- 
evident truth; a principle which none would be 
bold enough to deny, but it is a falſhood which 


none but a papiſt would aſſert, and of all tho 
Vlüs naturæ which ever came within the ob- 


ſervation of. the curious, I will venture to affirm 


+ | that 
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them through 


that a papiſt pret nding to rea n is the greateſt. 
The reſt of the human ſ ſpecies, una voce, agree 


that reaſon is the moſt meffimable gift, the ſu- 


pftemeſt bleſſing which even Omnipotence could 


beſtow upon an imperfect being, placed in an 
imperfect ſtate, Reaſon and religion, Madam, 
were diſpenſed by the great and beneficent Fa- 


ther of all the families and tribes upon earth, in 


à greater or Jeſſer degree; to guide and direct 
the intricate mazes of This life, 
and, by perfecting the #ational and virtudus fa- 
culties and capacities of the mind; t Teoder 
them ſit for a better! The voice of reuſb al- 
(fates us, that God is alla perfect, wholly free 
from contradiction ; that, thou he ſpoke the 

beauteous ſyſtetns into Exiſtence} he cannot act 
inconſiſtemly with hirmſelf, he canhot cœaſe from 
. beingego6d;" merciful, &; he cannot dffpenſe 

to man, dignified "with" His" O] ſtilitude 
with reſpect to the faculties of the fru, N 
abſoluteiy eontradictory g its, and make his re 
je&ion of — u plea for eecting him 

into an eternababyſs e for thut would 
be to ceaſe from being merciful and juſt—it 
would be a height of tyranny and eruelty at 
Rich the very worſt tytant that difgraces tlie 
hiſtory of mankind would never have arrived, 5 


Fit had Been in his power. To afffrin ſuch 


things therefore; of God, is moſt ſhiocking and 
-hofrid blaſphemy; but it 488 blaſphery which 
J 47 | the 


[ is 3 


the papiſts, notwithſtanding their pretended 


hypocritical reverence for the Deity, are daily 
guilty of: for they boldly mount heaven's aw- 
ful tribunal; and conſign to endleſs and infinite 
puniſhment. all the human race, except thoſe 
who dare not call a wafer after the prieſt has 
bleſſed it a wafer, nor wine after the ſame ce- 
remony wine. Nay, what ſhall we think of the 
ſentence of thoſe very numerous bodies of men, 


whoſe hands divine are fo potent as to make, 


or create the Infinite Supreme God and Creator 
of heaven and earth; and of all things in them, 
and conſequently, among the reſt, of thoſe very 
hands which make or create him! — Riſum 


ene ?—While they beſtow crowns of eternal 


life and glory on thoſe who are fooliſh enough 


to believe, or too timid to expoſe, ſuch abſur- 
dities to juſtly merited ridicule ;—a perſon, I 


ſay, who believes this, or pretends to believe 


it, though he has ſpent a long ſeries of years in 
the practice of every flagitious and enormous 


crime—who never loved mercy, nor felt the 
tender throb of pity for external miſery and 
diſtreſs ; who never did, nor wiſhed to wipe 
away the tears from the orphan's cheek, or 
made the widow's heart to fing for joy, is ſure 
of eternal happineſs. 

If ſuch was the doctrine of the New Teſta- 
ment, would it not unanſwerably prove, not- 


withſtanding the ſhades of excellence and in- 
C ternal 
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ternal apparent ſtamps of divinity whichit might | 
bear, that it could be no other than an impo- 


fition upon human credulity, a forgery of the k 


dark ages ?—framed'by a few artful men to g- 
grandize their o.] order, and to ſubject the 
reſt of their fellow=creatures to the moſt To 
Table flavery—the flavery of the mind. 


The hiſtory of the Refor mation, Madam, Ex- 


hibits inſtances of fathers, who loſt ſo far all the i 
tender feelings, the natural affections of that : 


relation, as to perſecute their children even 
unto death with the moſt favage, inhuman, re- 


lentleſs barbarity when the Bled Religion „ 
Rome, that religion To excellently adapted to 
- make the common people at leaſt good and vir- 


tuous,” has been in the difpute. Children alfo, 


for its fake, have become baraeides and deſtro 
ed thoſe who gave tliem birth, We need 05 


turn to Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion in our own' countty, and we ſhall find very 
many inſtances of men, born with the ſame 
rights and privileges as the bloody ſons of 
Rome, dragged from the 'neareft, deareſt fa- 
mily relations, to n unequaled torments, 


Aae ROSEN to kalte 


They were abandoned to weep alone no friend 
fuffered to conſole or relieve them. But the ap- 


: * of their dwn eonſekendes, the certainty 


Q 


dering flames 
| cauſe of virtue and: pure religion required ſuch a 
ſocriſce. Jiluſtcjous patterns of virtue, off tl 
moſt God like fortitude ! At was your's 10 
triumph over the powers of Satan, and to overy 
turn his kingdom 1, and to reſtore to the world 
ga faint glimmexing of that religion which Chriſt 
7 taught, and which ſhall, ip ſome future period, 
break forth in full luſtre, and chace away the 
0 thickeſt ſhades of 


7 $4 Teh gaſpel, though long obſcurgy 
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a 
of God's final fayour and acceptance gave a kipd 
of infinity to their powers: Which enabled. them 
to ſupport the molt, frightful aſpect of perſecu- 
tion without mrinking, and to die in ſmoul- 


Without repining, when the 


That ki peſt, 1 4 icon in . 
Horrid ig fight, and by the ſrighted furies 
In their dread panic Superſtition nam d. 

24. ated by igno- 


8 2 
rance, intereſts, and prejudices, 46% 


It has been ſuggeſted that the fidelity of Gro- 


| tius js not ſufficiently obvious, if not ptoblema- 
tical, concerning the number who ſuffered death 
in the Netherlands for the fake of religion. * 
will therefore, Madam, conclude this letter 


with an obſervation which, I think, will un- 


| anſweraly prove, that his teſtimony is of much 
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_ greater 


iſfipates 
| the miſts' of ſophiſtry and error. Truth, 45 
its inſeparable companion Virtue, again 4 
5 found in the haunts of men 


[- 16 J 


greater weight in the affair, than that of thoſe 
popith hiſtorians Meteren and Father Paul. 
Grotius was born at Delft 28 years after the 
retirement of Charles V. He lived near the 
time, was a native of the Netherlands, and con- 
ſequently had the very beſt means of inform- 
ation. When he wrote, his country bled be- 
neath the denen ene of the oe devaſta- 
tion, my” 
——-Wwore the red a 
Of ſuperſtition's ſcourge when licens d pain, 
That cruel ſpoiler, that emhoſom'd foe, 
Embitter'd all their bliſs. Thomſon, 


It is a truth, that he was ſo moderate a proteſt- 
ant that De Burigney, who has written his life, 
affirms he died a* papiſt. It is evident from ma- 
ny parts of hi writings, that he wiſhed, endea- 
youred for nothing more ſtrenuouſly, than to 
reconcile and coaleſce the papiſts and proteſtants. 
He was treated with much ſeyerjty, not to fay 
cruelty, by the proteſtant governors of his 
country, He was encouraged with the favour, 
protection, and truſt, of popiſh princes, which 
would undoubtedly not a little tend to impreſs 
upon his mind fayourable ſentiments of popery, 
and induce him, as far as the truth would per- 

mit, to draw a veil over the deformities of that 
dachte church. All theſe things being duly 


conſidered, 


* A daring f falſhood which needs no confutation, 
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3 
gonſidered, can we believe that he enlarged the 
number of thoſe who died tor the ſake of truth, 
of Chriſt, and his religion ? That ſurely would 
have much widened the breach, ſo as to preclude 
all reaſonable hopes of a coaleſcence, which he 
long and ſedulouſly laboured to repair. Nor 


could he repreſent the number leſs than the 


truth, for that would have been challenging his 


countrymen and cotemporaries to detect a glar- 


ing falſhood, and all zealous proteſtants would 
doubtleſsly have availed themſelves of the mat- 
ter, and have greatly injured, if not entirely 
ruined, his literary credit and fame. 
up: 26, 1777. I am, Madam, your's 


To Mrs. k IND ERS L E V. 
LETTER III. 


MAPA M, 


HEN ſu perſtition has gained any, the leaſt 
aſcendency over a weak mind, thcre is 
very little room to hope that reaſun will one 


day be attended to, and its ſacred diftate: duly | 


revered. I retract no part of the ſlight com- 
mendations I gave you in the beginning of my 
firſt epiſtle. I think you deſerve them, and am 


willing To give due praile to even the ſhadow of 
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excellence, But, Madam, you ought to have, 
conlidered. that your, favourite ſyſtem, Popery, 


is the, only one which the/vanitys, tolly, igno- 
range, and ſuperſtitigg of the worſt ot the ſons 
of men ever pretendęd to deduce from the ſacred 


volume, Which entirely deſtroys. the moſt, ſa- 


cred and, inviolable obligations to every excel- 
lent and ſocial virtue, which are the eſſence of 
religion they received the ſanction of the ſon 
of God himſelf, tor, though heaven and earth 
Paſs away, yet mankind ſhall hy no means be 
freed from the obligation of obſerving them. 


Does the ſeripture ever ſay, that unſeſs you be- 
lieve a man to be little leſs perſect than his 


creator, by being infallible, you ſhall in no wiſe 
enter into the eternal manfions of happineſs? 
Though it highly commends that unity of ſpirit 
which was the bond of peace, the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtic of the immediate followers of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, does it ſay that ha? 
unity conſiſts in the unity of Ignorance, ſuper- 


fſtition, and opiniatretiy? Is it the unity of 
_ bypocyitical practice, the mockery of religion : 


Is it not rather the unity of begevolencę, in 


unbounded exerciſe of thoſe tender affectiong 


which meliorate the foul, and bring us as near 
as poſſible to the perfection of our Heavenly 


Father, whoſe ſun ſhines upon the juſt and 
unjuſt? Can it be fairly deduced from the New 


Teſtament that an abſolute ręſignation of rea- 
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fon, a blind and implicit ctedulity (&Rieh I 
cannot allow to be St. Paul's idea of faith; 


fignifies a Bro W in, and 17 8 ec omg God; 
ſhall be tub led) can be — greater price with 
God than the practice of virtue? If it can, I 
will readily grant more than you affirm. I will 
eonfeſs that papiſts of all ranks abſolutely are 
the beſt, the moſt virtuous, of all the human 
ſpecies. But, till that is proved, I muſt ow on 
the other fide of the queſtion, | 


Some time ago, I met with a very eurious 


Traite preparatif a Þ apologie pour Herodote, 
par Henri Eſtienne, in which was the follow- 
ing wonderful ſtory, which deſerves credit, be- 
cauſe of the Author's ſituations. ( Vide 
chap. 390) © A certain monk named Frere Oig- 
non having been at Jeruſalem, procured many 
valuable relicks, and devoutly brought them 


finger of the Holy Ghoſt as ſound and entire as 
it had ever been; the ſnout of the Seraphim 
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| which appeared to St. Francis.—A nail of a 


Cherubim. A rib of the verbum caro factum.— 
Some garments of the holy catholic religion.— 


| Some rays of the ſtar which appeared to the 


Magi i in the Eaſt.— A viol of the ſweat which 


dropped from St. Michael when he fought with 


the 


no believe that faith, in its ſcriptural ſenſe, 


bock in the collection of a friend, entitled 


home with him, among them were a bit of the 
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the Devil.—And a hem which Joſeph fetched 


when he clave his wood.” Are the abſurdeſt 


moſt ridiculous pagan legends as abſurd as this 
holy 


„ Almoſt fimilar is the following tory : The city of Na- 
es was at this time full of general officers, and perſons of 
igh quality and diſtinction, and abounded in all the pleatures 


of that delightful climate. The Viceroy was ſtudious of ma- 


king the place agreeable to the Admiral, as much out of affec- 


tion, as politeneſs. On the feſtival day of St. Januarius, he 
appointed him a box near his own, to behold that famous ce- 

remony, The blood did not liquify at the approach of the head 
of the Saint. The vaſt concourſe of people began to ſhew 


ſigns of concern: They fell firſt to praying, afterwards pro- 
ceeded to groans and lamentations ; and at Jength ſuch a con- 


fuſed murmuring and uneaſineſs was perceived amongſt them, 
that the Viceroy being apprehenſive of ſome ill conſequences, 


ſent Count Hamilton to the Admiral, to beg he would not 


take it ill if he deſired him to retire, not knowing what effect 


it might have upon the populace, if they ſhould take it into 
their heads to attribute the failing of the miracle to the Saint's 


being diſpleaſed at his preſence, The Admiral had no ſooner 


quitted his box, and was ſtepping into the Viceroy's coach, 
but he heard a prodigious ſhout of ? ſatto, & fatto, it is done, it 


is done, and ſuch joy and exultation appeared in every counte- 


nance, as if they had been delivered from ſome impending ca» 
lamity. (Account of Sir George Byng's Expedition into Si- 


_ cily, page 40.) 


Addiſon, in his Travels (Naples) ſays, that the above trick 
is one of the moſt bungling he ever ſaw. 
The admirable, tho very quaint Hiſtory of the Holy War, 


(that is, of the Cruſadoes) by Dr. Thomas Fuller, and Dr. 


Jortin's Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory, abound with ac- 


counts of ſuch like miracles, and precious relicks. Theſe jug- 


oling tricks, and the adoration paid to ſtocks, ſtones, &c. &c. 


ſeem to be one great cauſe of the prevail and ſpread of Deiſm on 


the Conti nent, why the illuſtrious literati, Rouſſeau, Voltaire, 
&c. ſtand forth as the moſt redoubtable oppoſers of revelation. 
Let ſuch ſhameful appendages to chriſtianity be relinquiſhed— 
then, | am pe ſuaded, ſome of its bittereſt enemies would be 
as ready to defend, as ever they were to attack i. — 
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holy brother's; though he was of that reli di I'M 


which, according to you, is excellently adapted 


to make the vulgarity the moſt virtuous common 


people in the world? I will venture to affirm, 
that there is not, that there was nothing in pa- 
ganiſm, as exhibited in the writings of Tully, 
Seneca, or even of Dr./Robertfon of Edinburgh, 
(in his ſetmon on the ſlate of the world at the 
time of Chriſt's appeatance) ſo entirely repug- 
nant tv the ſpirit of chriſtianity as may be found 


in the works; as is confirmed by the practices 


of papiſts. If popery; thetefore, be the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, he ſurely came into the world 
for no important end—he lived and died in vaitt 


—unleſs through his merits, without any en- 
deavours of our own, we are to be ſaved, which 
is incompatible with every notion of juſtice, and 


conſequently cannot be the caſe. Highly appo- 
ite is the obſervation of the excellent Yorick, 


6 If 


That it may not be fancied or aſſerted that I hate miſ-repre- 
ſented or miſ-tranſlated Henry Stephen's account of Frere Oig- 
non's Relicks, I ſhall tranſcribe his words=Un moine de 8. 
Antoine raporte qu' etant ell? a Jeruſalem, le patriarche lui 
montra ptuſicurs reliques, et entre autres celles-c:, un peu du 
doigt du 8. Eſprit, auſſi ſain, et auſſi entier qu' il avoit jamais 


ete; le muſſeau du Seraphin qui apparut au S. Francois; une 


des eotes du verbum- caro-factum; des habillemens de la Ste Foi 
Catholique; quelques Rayons de l' etoile, qui apparut aux 


trois Rois en Orient; un Fiole de la Sucur du S. Michel quand 
il combattit le Diable; un han de Joſeph, &c. leſquelles choſes, 


zjoute le Moine, J apportai fort devotement avec moi. 
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L. 22, ] 
If we are content with es ana and vir- 
tuous by proxy, we cannot accuſe the juſtice of 
God if, be only permits us to go to Manon by 
proxy.“ 

I cannot help withing; , that I oo 
ſeſſed the ludicrous, talents of a. Cervantes, 
rather than all the argumentative powers of all 
the controverſialiſts of either party; for to treat 
abſurd ſabjects with all the gravity of argumen- 
tation, is giving them an importance which 
they deſerve not. It is erecting a brazen image, 
and endeavouring to ſtrongly prop it up, only 
to ſhew ſtrength or dexterity in throwing it 
down. It would be a much eaſier taſk, 3 L 
am perſuaded, much more effectual, to exhibit 
it in its proper colours, which would ſhew its 
native ' deformity and uglineſs, and the more 
ingenuous worſhippers of this Baal (if I may 
indulge for a moment the quaint ſtyle of the laſt 
century) would wonder by what infatuation 
they admired, or contended for it. The baker 
would then doubtleſs be nen at his folly 
in ee | | 


— — the Deity 1 
He chip while yet in his paniety. Prior. 


And laugh as much at his own eaſy culiability, 
as the enlightened Romiſh prieſt (if any ſuch. 
heterogeneous animal exiſts) does at preſent. 
As for me, I cannot conceive it poſſible that 
| human 
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mend to you toconſider that ſuperſtition is one of 
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human nature ſhould ſink lower than to wor- 
ſhip a creature made by creatures of no greater 


powers than our own; nor can I find a more 


melancholy proof of our relation to oyſters, 
worms, and mites, than this circumſtance af- 
fords, nay forcibly obtrudes upon me. Some 


papiſts dare to affirm, with mental reſervation, 


I preſume, that they do not worſhip the wafer, 
their images, the croſs, &c. &c. &c. but in a 
future letter I ſhall endeavour to prove, ſrom 


their authoritative Writers that they h. In 
Madam, let me recom- 


the moſt fruitful and baneful ſources of the great- 
eſt evils which have for along ſeries of ages ſhook 


and oppreſſed the world ;—widely different is 
the peaceable and benevolent religion of Jeſus ; 
he ſet us an example of - patience, meekneſs, 


long-ſuffering, and every other. virtue that can 
enable us to ſupport the diſaſters which, as 
men, we are doomed to bear, and exhibited the 
conſolatory aſſurance that the reward of theſe 


virtues hereafter, is an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. He gave us no power to ty- 


rannize over the religious principles of men; 


all the authority we derive from him is to 
endeavour by the mild and gentle arts of per- 
ſuaſion, to render mankind good, virtuous, and 
happy. When he could command legions of 
angels, he uſed no compulſive means, but ſtrove 
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to. promote their final welfare by a generous and 
open appeal to the genuine feelings of the un- 


corrupted heart.— When popery aſſumes this 


lovely form, it will loſe its very eſſence, and 


afford a much ſtronger preſumption in its favour 


than at preſent can be deduced from any the 
moſt ſubtle train of arguments. But blood and 
anathemas have ever been the moſt powerful 


reaſons which ſupported and aggrandiſed the pa- 
pal chair; and, inſtead of making the chriſtian 


religion ſubſervient to the eternal happineſs of 


all mankind, a very faint ſimilitude of it has 
been proſtituted, to ſecure the temporal gran- 


deur and ſecular intereſts of ambitious pontiffs 
men who, above all others, ought not to con- 


cern themſelves in the affairs of the world, un- 


leſs in ſtrenuouſly exerting their powers and fa- 


culties in Jabours of love and charity. 


Sept. 22, 1777. ME Madam, your's, 


To Mrs. KINDERSLE v. 
irn nv, 


MA AM, 


IN my laſt I ;ntimated my deſign of addrefling 


you once more, and probably it may be the 
laſt 1 time. [ allo 1 in ſome meaſure anticipated 
the 


(85 5] 


hs contents of the preſent epiſtle, by declaring 
that I ſhould endeavour to prove, from the 
works of that great luminary of the Romiſh 
church, Cardinal Bellarmine and others, that 
the members of that communion do worſhip im- 
| ages, the croſs, &c. &c. which, if you will allow 
their words to have any, or at leaſt their uſual 
meaning, will not þe a difficult taſk—from 
| whence it will follow, that their church muſt 
vary 70% cœlo, from the religion which de- 
nounces Judgments againſt idolators, and prove 
; what 1 aſſerted in my firſt letter, viz. that 
« Popery is no more like the religion of Jeſus, 
than the abſurdeſt legends of the Chineſe Fohi | 
are like the New Teſtament.” 
| Bellarmine, Madam, (in cap. 23, de Imag.) 
| fays, An image inuſt be taken for the exem- 
| plar, and for the thing itſelf which it repre- 
ſents, and the ſame which ought to be done to 
the exemplar, if it were preſent, ſhould be done 
to the image; wherefore it is not uncemmon. 
for preachers to apoſtrophiſe the crucifix thus; 
Thou haſt redeemed us] Thou haſt reconciled 
us to the F ather.” This ſurely is to worſhip 
the croſs, Never did the heathens more ef- 
fectually idoliſe; for to addreſs an image with 
any of the kinds of prayer can never be ex- 
plained into ought but idolatry. It is exactly 
parallel to the apoſtrop he of the Iſraelites te the 
golden « calf, “ This is thy God O Iſracl;” for 
"which 
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[ht which God would have inſtantaneouſly deſtroy. 

i Y ed them, had not the interceſſion of - Moſt 

1 turned away his fierce anger. Do the Papiſiih, 
1 affirm that they mean in the above cited words, tf 
13 


apoſtrophize Jeſus? Let them recolle& Arno. 

bius's Account of their Heathen Anceſtors, 
| Who Affirm that «they neither worſhipped 
ſtones nor wood, but the * preſence of- the 
| gods repreſented by fuch images.“ So ſtrik. 
1118 ing is the ſimilitude between the idolatry of an 
| 4: „„ - Teen modern Times, that I do not wonder 
| 
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that many have "ſuppoſed popery to be rathef 
the relics of paganiſm Oy” a eee 0 
chriſtianity. F 
Damaſcenus fays (in Laude ranfte et viviſeraſ 
ECrucis in parte prima) The image of Chriſt; 
and the croſs are to be worſhipped, for whereſk 
the image of Chriſt is, there is Chriſt HimPIf 1 
Excellent reaſoning this! L 
Coſterus quoteth an Andrew Furſcius, ſpeak 
Ing of the croſs. os 
Virtus dono divina ſubhæret, 
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| i PFidenteſque animos inſinuata juvat. 
= Simeon Metaphraſtes gives a lamentable in-] 
= Magee of the weakneſs of the human faculties, 


when the mind is bowed down by the fiend Su- 
| perſtition. (Vide Aloyfius Lypomanus, parte 
prima, p. 193, edit. e The image 
S070 94-4xwhich Chriſt ſent to Aﬀgbarus was carried thro f 
the city of Saag with pfalms and 


* Its . 2 contr. 5 Pp 
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ymns, preceded by an infinite 1 of. 
oy orches. Thus they thought the. city to be. 
| Moſes ſanctified, ſtrengthened, and rendered inexpug- 


Papiſiſbable for ever.” Such was the opinion of the 
ords, to 


Arno ere equally ineffectual to the end propoſed. 
eſtors, But leſt they ſhould be ingenuaus enough to 
hipped bluſh, and fo rational as to ſee the irrationality, 
of- the + wag and impiety of this abominable prac- 
o {trik- 
of anByuthors, though I confeſs I have very little ap- 
wonde prehenſion of it let me refer you to the autho- 
| rathef litative formularies—thoſe of their infallible ho- 
tion oßineſſes, and to their miſſals and public forms 
Pf prayer which they cannot deny. 
viviferzg 
Chris liflxes is, Vouchfafe to bleſs this wood of the 
Where trols, t that it may be an effectual remedy to man- 
en Find, the ſoundneſs of faith, the increaſe of 
good works, the redemption, of ſouls, and a de- 
ſence from the cruel, darts of our ghoſtly ene- 
nies.” — And doubtleſs they, whoſe powerful 
| dands, can. make the infinite and Omnipotent 
Pod of a little honey and flower, do not thus 
able in. ray in vain, Excuſe me if I ſay, according to 
culties, heir principles (God- creating ones, I mean). the 
end Su- mighty i 18. as ſtrong] y obligated: to grant their 
* te very requeſt, as we, weaker proteſtants, are. 
e 12S Wbligated to pray to him: the obligation alſo. is, 
ed thro BE the ſame king—he ought to grant them their 
ns and 
hymns, 
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Trojans concerning the palladium and they 2 


ice, and deny the authority of the above cited 


The form uſed, by Popes of conſecrating cru- 
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petitions, becauſe they are his Creator j—we 


ought to pray to him, becauſe he is ours. They 


believe that this requeſt is heard and granted, 


(Vide Breviar. Rom. in feſt. paſſ. Domini) for 
they addreſs the croſs with an © all hail, only 
hope in this time of paſſion !” 

Their form of conſecrating an, image was 


thus—Bleſs, O Lord, this image of the bleſſed 


Virgin, that it may bring help and aid to thy 
faithful people; if hurtful thunders or light-| 


nings increaſe, if there be inundations, or civil 


commotions, of devaſtations by Pagaris, at the 
preſence of this image let them all be ſuppreſ- 


ſed. The image of St. John was thus conſe- 
crated, Let this image be an holy expulſion 


of devils—the advocation of angels—the pro- 


tection of the faithful—and in this place let 


prayers to it mightily flouriſh.” —The following 


Prayer was addreſſed to the picture of Chriſt— 


« Hail, holy face, painted on cloth, cleanſe us 
from all vices, join us to the company, and 


bring to the country of the bleſſed, & . And] 
Pope John XXII. uſed the following expreffions| 
in a prayer to the fame picture, All hai} 
ſtrength of our Chriſtian faith, deſtroying the 


Heretics, who are of vain minds, enecreaſe the 
merits of thoſe who firmly truſt in thee, for 


thou art the picture (efigres) of a king who | is 
made of bread. 1 1 95 fit ex ove - 


"5 Thel 
8 . 4 ate Eo f 6 | 


n 


They 


-anted, 
11) for 
„ only 


ze Was 


bleſſed Þ 


to thy 
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Sacraments : it multiplies good things : 
the infirmities of the Body. —Phyſicians, there- 
fore, are intirely needleſs, according to this in- 
_ fallible decree, in popiſh countries. — At puri- 


k 29 } 


Theſe forms of conſecrating, &c. are literally 


tranſlated from Chemnitius de pontif. praxi 
adorat. Imaginum. 


Unſpeakable are the benefits of Holy Water, 
(Vide decr. Alex. pipz apud Barth. Caranza) 
« It is bleſſed that all who are ſprinkled with it 
may be purified and ſanctified: by it the mind 
is diſpoſed to prayer.” Wonderful indeed, is 


the power of a little water.—** The favour of 
the holy Spirit, and his preſence is obtained: it 


diſſipates all that can hinder the effects of the 


it cures 


fieth peſtilential air,”—Well, ſurely, do they 


pray in their publick Suffrages.—** Let holy 


Water be my Life and Health. Aqua benedicta 
ſit mihi ſalus et vita. 
Biſhop Jewel affirms (in his book de Adora- 


tione Imaginum. ſect. 12) that Conſtantinus, 
biſhop of Conſtantia, in the ſecond Nicene 


Council, declated that he gave the fame wor- 


ſhip and honour to images which is due to the 


Holy Trinity; and if any one within his juriſ- 


diction refuſed images the ſame honour, he 
would excommunicate him as a Marcionite, or 


a Manichean.” Another biſhop alſo in the ſame 
Council (which Papiſts admit as œcumenical 
and infallible) profeſled, (Vide 2 act, 2d Conc. 
8 E Nioen. ) 
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Nicen.) that he * worthipped images with a 
perfect worſhip.” Surely we cannot call any 
worſhip perfect which is not accompanied by 
faith, i. e. a firm reliance and truſt. That 
Council alſo anathematizes thoſe who do not 
worſhip images 4s they wotſhip God. Vide 


Barth, Caranza. 
The recent unfortunate end of Mr. Barre, “ 

who was executed for cutting a crucifix with a 
| ſword, 


In the year 1502 the Indian Natives of Hiſpaniola were 
declared free Subjects of the Crown-of Spain. Indolence was 
their conſtitutional CharaQeriſtic, Wherefore Obando, the 
Spanifh Governor, found it neceffary that they ſhould be eom- 
pelled to work in the mines for hire. They made feveral 
unſucceſoful attempts to preſerve and ſecure their Liberties. 
Theſe Efforts were conſidered by the Spaniards (ever the 
moſt bigotted Votaries of Rome) as acts of Rebellion. 
Some of them, the moſt devaut and baly Roman Catholics in the 
Iſland, were encouraged by the Prieſts to butcher the wretched 
Aborigines, quoting Deuteron. xx, 11-14, they therefore 
&« made Vows to maſſacre. twelve Indians every Day, in ho- 
nour of the twelve Apoſties.” Vide B. de las Caſas. Raynal's 
Philoſoph. Hiſt. of the Indies, —Ruffel's Hift, of America, 

B. 1. chan. 3. p. 414. | F 

This alone would be a Blefed progf,. that Popery is admira- 

bly well adapted to render its profeffers good and virtuous, 
1 TLantum potuit Relligio, &c. 16 £ 


It would be an endleſs Tafk to enter Into a particular detail 
of their religious eruelties on the diſcovery of the New World. 

But the fate of the unfortunate Cazique, Hatuey, demands the 
moſt compaſſionate attention. The Spaniſh Hiftorian B. De 
Las Caſas atter relating his ſtruggle for his native rights in the 
woods of Cuba, from whence he was dillodged by the ſuperiar 
military ſkill of the Spaniards; himſelf taken priſoner, and 
condemned ta the Flames, cloſes the fhocking ftory in the fol- 
| lowing Terms, © When he was faſtened to the flake, a 

. ; | | | 2 N ? Franciſcan 
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ſword, affords a proof, which a bare aſſertion 
will not invalidate, that his perſecutors, his 
murderers believed that croſs to be worthy of 
worſhip. 


4 Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


Pilgrimages, which I fancy are ſtill very fre- 


quent in popiſh countries, afford an unanſwer- 


able argument that Papiſts rather worſhip the 
image than the faint. For if they only worſhip- 
ped the faint, why need they undertake long, 


painful, and often perilous journies to ſuch or 


ſuch a ſhrine ? Do they believe that their me- 
diator cannot hear them in one place as well as 


in another? Let them call louder, or wait till 


he can find a moment's leiſure, to turn to that 
po | part 


Franciſean Friar promiſed him immediate admiſſien into the 


| Joys of Heaven if he would embrace the Chriſtian Faith, Are 


there any Spaniards, ſaid Hatuey, in the Regions which you 
deſcribe ?—Yes, replied the Prieft,' but ſuch only as are good 


and virtuous.—The beſt of them, raturncd the Cazique, have 
neither Goodneſs nor Virtue. I will net po to a place where 


I may meet with one of the accuried Race. The fire was in- 
ſtantly lighted; he was ſoen conſumed to aſhes, Had popery 
made the Spaniards ** good and virtuous,” the unhappy heroic 
Cazique might have lived long and happily, and died admiring 


the mildneſs and philanthropy of Chriſtians, not execrating the 
cruelty of Papi/fs.” Chriſtianity on its firſt appearance in the 
old world ircetiftably claimed the approbation of its enemies; 


mild and gentle were the means uſed to propagate it, the pow= 
ers of perſuaſion, and undeniable Evidence. If popery be the 
Religion of Jeſus, how have 1500 years changed it! 
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part of the world where they may happen to 
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be; or iſ there be little hopes of that, let them 
apply to ſome nearer meſitorial being; or of 
themſelves obey the divine precepts, and go di- 
rectly to the throne of grace, the God to whom 
prayers and praiſes { ſhall be made, and who will 
hear and grant. Surely theſe deluded pilgrims 
do not go to worſhip the faint ; for if they think 
him worthy of being prayed to (if they think, 
at all) they muſt belicve him to be omnipreſent: 


therefore, if rational creatures, they muſt 80 


rather to worſhip the i image than the ſaint. 


— 


peruſal the few poſitive precepts of the New 


church, that Religion ſo nl adapted 


Give me leave, Madam, to add the teſtimony 
of 4 lady of our own country, who, though 
rofeffedly a Proteſtant, ſeems to have been of 
no religion [Lady Montague] concerning a pic- 
ture of Jeſus, or ſaint Somebody, which bled 
when cut, and was held in the moſt ſuperſti- 
tions reverence and adoration þy the multitude. 
One word more and then adieu. Permit me 
to recommend to your candid and diſpaſſionate 


Teſtament, concerning ceremonies, and you | 
will not there find one word of the glare of 
popery ;* nor a page but which enforces the 
love of God, and to manifeſt that love by an 
unbounded charity and love of his creatures. 
IJheſe are entirely repugnant to the domineeting 
principles which are the baſis of the Romith 
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is capable. 
| ſhip of the creatures and an acceptable worſhip 
of the true God cannot ſubfiſt together; and by 
| conſequence that popery is far more deſtructive 
of the eternal happineſs of mankind than any 
other Syſtem, 
1 Paganiſm, or Chriſtianity, whether deduced 
from the Old or 
the Viſtnow, or t 
comp] of Fohi, Mango Copac, or Odin, 


Vritings of Luther. 

the Engliſhman's account of the validity or in- 
. validity of indulgences (viz. that * thoſe which 
are not paid for to the uſe of the Pope are of no 


to, 


N 
o” fink the common people to the greateſt depth 
of depravity and vice, ' of which human nature 


You will thence ſee that the wor- 


whether it be a branch of 


ew Teſtament, the Koran, 
Inſtitutes of Confucius, the 


1 am, Madam, Your's, 


Aug. 28, 1 


P. 8. Was ws of the 49th No. of The 


255 iſhman, by Sir R. Steele, generally known, 
and duly 


conſidered, I am perſuaded that it 
would be more effectual in convincing papiſts 
of the abſurdity of indulgencies than all the 
Let it be obſerved that 


ſervice to the poſſeſſor”) is ſtrictly conſonant 
with the writings of popith divines, tho' exhi- 


bited in a different—its proper, ridiculous point 


of view. There, alſo, the deſtructive tendency 
of Popery on virtue and morality is ſet in a 


Rriking 
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friking light. A 3 e cannot become 
a proteſtant, without being a more miſerable 
finner” by reſigning the zne/ttmable privilege of 
[ (prieſtly) pardon. The molt ſuperficial know- 
ledge of human nature will ſuggeſt and confirm 
oe obſervation, that it will be impoſſible for 
powers leſs than miraculous, to allure men from 
the flowery paths of vice, when they can pro- 
cure a full and free pardon without even form- 
ing the reſolution of being more holy, good 
and virtuous. Never was diſcovered a more 
effectual opiate for the conſcience of the wicked 
than this. If indeed, prieſtly pardon be valid, 
it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that any perſon Þ 
ſhould be fo innocent and virtuous as the juſt- 
pardoned papiſt. But they, who can beſt pay 
for. pardons and indulgences, are moſt likely to 
ee into the moſt enormous crimes when 
they lead to pleaſure or advantage, benefits 
from which the vulgarity are precluded by the 
real wants of their ſituation in life - therefore 
theſe, it is acknowledged, have more powerful 
incentives to be good and virtuous 55 an their 
richer and more fortunate co-votaries of the 
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